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U n t i m e l y  p r o t e s t  d o e s  n o t  r a i s e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
i s s u e  s o  as  t o  w a r r a n t  i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  
m e r i t s  w h e r e  t h e  i s s u e  i s  n o t  o f  f i r s t  
i m p r e s s i o n  a n d  d o e s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i m p a c t  on  
t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  communi ty .  

M i c r o  C o m p u t e r  S y s t e m s ,  I n c .  (MCSI) ,  p r o t e s t s  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  a w a r d  o f  a c o n t r a c t  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  C r e d i t  U n i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( N C U A )  u n d e r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  No. RFP-R-84-006, 
f o r  s y s t e m s  a n a l y s i s  a n d  d e s i g n  a n d  s o f t w a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
MCSI a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  c r i t e r i a  
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h -  
NCUA) f a v o r  o f f e r o r s  who h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  NCUA 
a n d  u n f a i r l y  p r e v e n t s  e q u a l l y  q u a l i f i e d '  o f f e r o r s  w i t h o u t  
s u c h  e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m  c o m p e t i n g ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  g o v e r n -  
m e n t ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  

We d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

The  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  o f f e r s  w a s  
A u g u s t  15, 1984 .  MCSI f i l e d  t h e  p r o t e s t  i n  o u r  O f f i c e  o n  
S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,  1984 .  MCSI c o n c e d e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t  i s  
u n t i m e l y  u n d e r  4 C.F.R. 5 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( l )  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  p r o t e s t s  b a s e d  u p o n  a l l e g e d  s o l i c i t a t i o n  i m p r o p r i e t i e s  
w h i c h  a r e  a p p a r e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c e i p t  
o f  o f f e r s  ( a s  w a s  t h e  case  h e r e )  b e  f i l e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  
d a t e ,  However ,  i t  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t  r a i s e s  i s s u e s  
t h a t  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  p r o c u r e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  a t  NCUA a n d  
o t h e r  a g e n c i e s ,  m a k i n g  i t  a n  i s s u e  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  i n t e r e s t ,  
w h i c h  w a r r a n t s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  o u r  u s u a l  t i m e l i n e s s  r u l e s  
p u r s u a n t  t o  4 C.F.R. 5 2 1 . 2 ( c ) .  

We c o n s ' i d e r  u n t i m e l y  p r o t e s t s  u n d e r  t h e  a b o v e  
e x c e p t i o n  when t h e  i s s u e  o r  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  a r e  of 
w i d e s p r e a d  I n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  communi ty  a n d  h a v e  
n o t  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d .  However ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h e  t i m e l i n e s s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  
m e a n i n g l e s s ,  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  i s  s t r i c t l y  c o n s t r u e d  a n d  
e x e r c i s e d  s p a r i n g l y .  S i n c e  MCSI a l l e g e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  
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the solicitation's specifications are unduly restrictive, 
its protest does not present an issue of first impression, 
n o r ,  in our view, does it sufficiently impact on the 
procurement community, save its impact on this particular . .  

procurement. Therefore, we will not apply our exception 
here. See Universal Design Systems, 1nc.--Reconsideration, 
B-211547.3, Aug. 16, 1983, 83-2 C.P.D. 1 220. 

The protest is dismissed. 

General Counsel 




